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tranfpofe Macedonian names to correfponding 
rivers and cities in the conquered countries, 
‘We fhall not here mention the Jordan, as it 
peculiarly appertains to Paleftine, 

In the difmemberment which the empire of 
Alexander fuffered after the death of this con- 
queror, Seleucus. Nicator having become the 
-moft. powerful of princes among whom this 
empire. was portioned, pofieiled the great di- 
-wifion of it, extending from the Egean Sea to 
India. But the infurrection of the Parthians, 
which happened under Antiochus II. grandfon 
of Seleucus, deprived the fucceflors of that 
prince of the eaftern provinces ; and Antiochus 
TiJ. in the war that he had with the Romans, 
Joft that, part of Afia which was fituated beyond 
Mount Taurus, with regard to Syria. Great 
divifions in the houfe of the Seleucides having 
at length extremely enfeebled this power, Ti- 


- granes, king of Armenia, took poffeffion of Sy- 


ria; and, when reduced by Pompey to confine 
Ahimfelf within his proper limits, his conqueft 
became a province of the Roman empire, A 
fituation bordering upon the Parthian empire, 


which was the fecond empire of the Perfians, 
mutt have made the defence of this province 


an object of the greateft importance. Syria 
ee as - con 


one 
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conftituted by much the greateft part of that ; 


Divcefe (for fo the great departments eftablifhed _ 


before the end of the fourth century were 
named) called Oriens; comprifing Paleftine, a 


diftri& of Mefopotamia, the province of Cili- 


cia, and the ifle of Cyprus, By a divifion of 
primitive provinces, there appear five in the 
limits of Syria : two Syrias, Prima, and Secunda, 
or Salutaris; two Pheenicias, one properly fo 
called, and the other furnamed Leban:, by the 
extenfion of the anterior limits of Phanice;.and 
finally, the Ewphratenfis. In the facred writ- 
ings Syria is called Aram. The Arabs now 
give it the name of Sham, which fignifies, in 
their language, the left, from its fituation being 
fuch on facing the eaft. To enter into a des 
tailed defcription of the country, we fhall de- 
part from the fea at the limits of Cilicia, and 
afcending the Orontes to Damafcus, return 
thence to vifit the parts watered by the Eus 
phrates. The coaft- of Pheenicia is referved for 
a particular objeé&t, to which the ifle of Cyprus 
will naturally connec itfelf. 

THE firft pofition that occurs is Alexandria, 
furnamed Cata fon, or near Iflus, at the head 
of the bay called Jficus, well known to be that 


of Alexandretta, or, as the Syrians call it, Scan<_ 
| Bb4 derona, 


Pee Ss a 


SySae ss ie 


* 


be p MER aS EE ote 
Fos Wolpe 6 toe TB DOT 








376 COMPENDIUM OF . 


derona. Rhofus, on the fame fhore, alfo retains 
its name. On the declivity of the mountains, 
not far diftant from the fhore, Pagre, on the 
route which conduéts to Antioch, is Bagras, 
Antiochia, the refidence of the kings of Syria, 
and founded by Seleucus Nicator, was one of 
the moft potent cities of the eaft. It was 
called Theopolis, or the Divine City, when Chrif- 
tianity became the dominant religion ; and it 


- may be remarked that, in the bofom of this 


city, the name of Chrifiani firft began to dif- 
tinguith thofe who made profeffion of this faith. 
It preferves its name among the Arabs under 
the form of Antakia, but almoft depopulated ; 
though the folidity of the walls which environ 
it has refifted the ravages of time, as well as 
the calamities to which the city has been fub- 
jected. Thefe walls border the left fhore of 
the Orontes, tending towards its mouth ; and, 
on the other, afcend the heights by which the 
modern city is commanded. ..To diftinguith it 
from-many other places of the fame name, it 
was {urnamed Epi Daphne, or near Daphne. 


This’ Daphne was four or five. miles, lower 


down, in a_place. which groves. of Jaurel and 


| _eyprefiyand cool fountains, rendered delightful; 
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and which is now called Beit el Ma, or the 
Houfe of Water *. tee 


Seleucia, on the fea, near the mouth of the 

Orontes, was alfo a work of Seleucus Nicator; 
and, from its fituation at the foot of a mountain 
named Pierius, was furnamed Pieria: but it 
was more diftinguifhed for giving the name of d 
Seleucis to a part of Syria, extended on the 
Orontes in afcending. The fite of this city is 
known under the altered name of Suveidia. 
On the oppofite fide of the Orontes is mount 
Cafus, from whofe fummit it was faid, by an 
extravagant hyperbole, that both the morning’s 
dawn, and the evening’s twilight, might at the’ 
fame time be feen. 


| 
1 


* This is among the places by comparifon with which Mil- 
ton iJluftrates his Paradife : 
Not that fair field 
Of Enna, where Proférpine, gathering flow’rs, 
Herfelf a fairer flow'r, by gloomy Dis 
Was gather’d, which coft Ceres all that pain 
To feek her through the world; nor that {weet grove 
Of Daruns, by OronTEs, and th’ infpir’d 
Caftalian fpring, might with this Paradife 
Of Eden ftrive; nor that Nyfeian ifle 
Girt with the river Triton, where old Cham, 
Whom Gentiles-Ammon call, and Libyan Jove, 
Hid Amalthea, and her florid fon 
Young Bacchus, from his ftepdame Rhea’s eye. 
Seleuco~ — 
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Seleuco-belus is a pofition on the Orontes, 
and its prefent name isShagr. Apamea, fituated 
between the Orontes and a lake, holding a 
place among the principal cities of this country, 
affumed the rank of metropolis of the fecond 
Syria. It was conftruéted by Seleucus Nica- 
tor, who entertained his elephants there, the 
number of which was faid to amount to five 
hundred. This pofition has been erroneoufly 
taken for that of Hamah ; the name of Apa- 
mea being {till extant in Farnieh, attended with 
identical circumftances of fituation. Thename 
Marfyas, of a river, feems communicated to 
an adjacent caftle, which is called Berzich, al- 
though this place appears to have borne the 
name of Lyfias. Thelmenifius has changed its 
name to Sermin; but the identical pofition of 
Marra is not known by any modern name. 
Continuing to afcend the Orontes, we find 
Lariffa in Shizar ;, and Epiphania, or the Mluf- 
trious in-Greek, in Hamah ; it having reaflumed 
its primitive Syrian name of Hemath, in confor- 
mity to the practice of many cities whofe 
names had been changed by the conqueror. 
he _ We may be allowed to remark here, that Abul- | 

Ay fia, the author of a body of Oriental Geogra- 


Phy, 
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phy, reigned in this city, with the title of Sul- 
tan, in the fourteenth century. 

Immediately above Hamah, on the Orontes 
likewife, the pofition of Arethufa accords with 
that ofa place named Reftan. Emefa, which had 
a famous temple of Elagabalus, or the Sun, re- 
tains its name in the formof Hems, at nogreat dif- 
tance from the Orontes on the right. Laodicea, 
furnamed Lidani, by diftin@ion from another La- 
odicea of Syria, on the fea, occupied the pofition 
of a place called Ioufchiah. “Jabruda preferves 
the name Iabrud; and another place, farther 
diftant from the river, indicates, in the name of 
Kara, the pofition of Carre. We are thus 
conduéted to Damajcus, whofe name is pro- 
nounced Demefk in the country. This city, 
which does not yield in celebrity to any in 
Afia, was the metropolis of the Phoenicia of 
Libanus. The beauty of its fituation in a 
valley, which currents of water fertilize and 
refrefh, render it famous among the Orientals’ 
under the name of Goutah Demefk, or the 
Orchard of Damafcus ; and are documents of 
the high antiquity of this city, as they have 
always occafioned it to revive after calamities 
that had well nigh annihilated it at different 
periods, A river, named by the Grecks Chry- 

5 Jorrboas, ae 
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forrboas, or the Current of Gold, otherwife 
Bardine, whence the modern name of Baradi js 
derived, divides in many channels, which ftream 
through the city as well as in the environs, 
Above Damafcus, Abia, furnamed Ly/ania, or 
of Lyfanias, a governor of that name, is now 
called Nebi Abel, or the Prophet Abel; after 
the immediate fon of the parentiof human kind, 
At the bottom of an adjacent valley, Helopolis* 
preferves, under its primitive name of Baalbek, a 
magnificent temple dedicated to the divinity to 
which it owed its denomination, both in the 
Syriac and Greek. The valley is inclofed be- 
tween two parallel ridges, which are Libanus 
and Anti Libanus; the firft having its exterior 
deelivity towards the fea; while the fecond re- 
gards Damafcus. And the name of Aula, 
given to this valley, denotes a hollow in the 
Greck. It is now named el Bekah ; and this 
diftri€t of country, extending to the fources of 
the Orontes, was called Cale Syria, or the con- 
cave Syria, from its local character. 

We. proceed now to furvey the courfe of the 
“Bophrates, begiuning with that country which 
Is ngifagsidied by the name of Comagene, on 


* From sass /ol, and moms Civitas. * : 
the 


* 
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the declivity of Taurus and Amanus, forming 
the northern extremity of Syria. It was go- 
verned by kings, who were thought to have 
been of the race of the Seleucides, before it 
was united to the empire under Vefpafian. It 
is found afterwards confounded with the pro- 
vince, of Euphratefien, of which it made a 
part; being mentioned in the Oriental Geo- 
graphy under the name of Kamath. Samofata 
is its capital, fituated advantageoufly on the 
Euphrates, at the apex of a great parabola, by 
which this river, which hitherto appears to di+ 
rect its courfe to the Mediterranean, turns fud- 
denly towards the eaft and fouth. ‘This city 
is ftill known by the name of Semifat. Re- 
mounting the Euphrates, the ftrong places of 
Barfalium and Claudias appear under the names 
of Berfel and Cloudich. Apart from the river 
Perre, Lacabena, and Zapetra, are places known 
under the forms of Perrin, Lacaben, and Za- 
batra. Pendeniffus, which an expedition of Ci- 
cero, during his government of Cilicia, feems 
to recommend, to notice, appears to bea place 


known under the name of Behefui. Syco-baf- a 
lifes, fituated upon a Roman way, fhould be the 


fame with Sochos, mentioned in the march of 
Darius to meet Alexander at Iffus. The name 


I of 3 
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of Doliche is préeferved in that of Doluc, to 
a caftle on a chain of mountains, which, de- 
tached from Amanus, is prolonged towards 
the Euphrates. The ancient name of Deda is 
recognized in the modern one of Ain Tab, a 
city of fome confideration. » Zeugma * was the 
principal paflage of the river, as its name 
evinces; and an ancient. fortrefs by which it 
Was commanded, is called Roum Cala, or the 
Roman Caftle; to which we may add, that, on 
the oppofite fhore, there is a place naméd Zeg- 
mé. The moft confiderable city in this part 
of Syria, and which became metropolis of the 
Euphratefien, was Hieropolis+, or the Sacred 


-. City, fo called by the Macedonians, from its be- 


ing the feat of the worfhip of Atergalis, a 
great Syrian goddefs; but named by the Sy- 
rians Bambyce, or Mabog. Its name is written 
Menbigz by the oriental geographers, and fub- 
fifts in'a place much degraded from its ancient 
luftre. Batne was diftinguifhed by the allure- 
ments of its fituation, which caufed it to be 
compared with Daphne, by Antioch ; and by 
the a€tual name of Adaneh, properly fignifying 


a € delightful dwelling, its’ pofition if known. 





® Zvypa, conjunétio, or the bridge, emphatically fps ‘ 
a From ispos, facer. ) 
But 
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But a’city which, under the Macedonian _ 2 
princes, received the imputed name of Ber@a, _ 


has become the moft powerful and opulent: 
of the Syrian cities, and is now known by 
an alteration of its more ancient denomination 
of Chalybon.. And though through common 
ufage it be called Alep*, the rame fhould be 
writtén Haleb; fince the Syrians themfelves 
write it with a double afpiration, as Hhaleb, 
therein preferving analogy with the name of 
which it is formed. The name of Beria alfo 
is not altogether obfolete in the country. .The 
river which paffes by it occurs in the Anabafis 
of Xenophon, under the name of Chalus, and.is’ 
now Called Koeic. It lofes itfelf in a lake bes’ 
low the fite of a city, the Greek name of which, 
Chalcis, had fupplanted the Syriac denomination 
Kinnefrin, little known at prefent in the veftiges 
of a place which the Francs call the Old Alep. 
This city, which was confiderable, communi- 
cated to its environs the name of Cha/cidice; as’ 
the preceding caufed its canton to be. diftin- 
guifhed by that of Chalybonitis. And the dif- 
tri&t of Cyrrhus, another city at the foot of the 
mountains north of Beria, and which preférves 
* The Venetians called it Aleppo, by which name it ap | 
Beats aia ie oat espe: hee 
the cS 
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the name of Corus, was called Cyrrheftica. On 
the other fide, in receding from’ Chalcis to. 
wards the fouth, we find Androna in the name 
of Andreneh, Sa/aminias in Salémiah, and Se- 
riane in Efrieh. 
© Approaching the Euphrates again, Barbali/- 
Jus is recognized in the pofition of Belés; and 
We meet with it in tracing the march of Xeno- 
phon, or of the younger Cyrus rather, as the 
fituation of a palace of Beles, who had been 
fatrap of Syria. Ata little diftance from the 
fiver, on a vaft plain, which was called Barbari- 
eus Campus, and by the Arabs now named Siffin, 
we find Refapha under the fame name ; that of 
Sergiopolis, which the veneration of a faint had 
given to the fame place, being forgotten. Sura 
preferves the name of Surieh, on the fame river; 
and Zenobia is found in Zelebi. Thapfacus, a 
renowned pafiage of the Euphrates, by which 
Alexander entered Mefopotamia *, and inclined 


| towards the Tigris to fight Darius on the plains 
aes ‘of Affyria, is named el Der in the country, and 
Be i 4 _ * Three years previous to this period, Darius croffed here, 
es : after his defeat at the battle of Iffus ; and fifty-nine years be- 
_ fore that, the younger Cyrus paffed in his expedition againft 
a his brother, and was faid to have been the firft who forded the 
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Porto Catena in the Lingua Franca*. Gadirtha, — 
which by this Syrian name is a place known to | 


be fortified, correfponds with the péfition of 
Rahabeh. Axzara exifts under the fame name, 
though written Ofara. A little lower, the pofi- 
tion of a caftle named Horur, or Gorur, is rea 
markable for the advantage of indicating a place 
which Pompey, in reducing Syria, decided asa 
term of the Roman empire under the name of 
Orures according to Pliny. We fhall conclude 
this fe€tion with a notice of the famous city 
of Palmyra, which gives the name of Pa/myrene 


to a vaft plain that is united to the Defert : 


Arabia. ‘The foundation of this city is attri- 


buted to Solomon, by Jofephus the hiftorian; — 


and the name of Tadamora, which he applies 
to it, remains in that of Tadmor+, a Syrian 

* As the Turks denominate the weftern nations of Europe 
without diftin€tion Franks, fo the mingled diale& which they 
fpeak within their dominions is properly called Lingua 
Franca, 


+ If Ladmor, = Mr, Volney informs the readers of his 


Travels, fignify in the Syriac language a grove of palm 
trees, this city thould, in conformity to that name, have been 
called Phcenixopolis, But feeing that it is named Palmyra, 
we may be allowed to feek another root for it. The Mace- 


donians, whep they conquered Syria, finding this city a mart. 


eftablithed, might have given it a name formed of mara, prim ei 
dem, and pupa, fundens. ‘There have been iene s 


Mra and Limyra in Lycia. 
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name, whofe fignification feems to have fug- 
gefted the Greek denomination of Palmyra, 
This city, by its centrical pofition between two 
great empires, and by holding the fame relative 
fituation to the two feas, by which it main- 
tained a great commerce between thefe divi- 
fions of the ancient hemifphere, rofe to great 
opulence and renown. The great power of 
Odenatus and Zenobia, under the reign of Gal- 
lienus and Aurelian, is well known; and the 
remains of lofty edifices interfperfed among the 

» ¢abins of a few Arabs, manifeft the former 
magnificence, and the prefent wretchednefs, of 
Palmyra. 


PHC@NICE er CYPRUS. 


Every one knows how much the Pheeni- 
cians diftinguifhed themfelves by navigation, 
from which their commerce derived itsextenfion 
and aggrandizement. Confined to a margin of 
land between the fea and mountains, they could 

‘only acquire power by the means which they 
employed, and which were fo fuccefsfully ex- 
_ eited as to enable them to form eftablithments, 

only on the fhores of their own fea, but 
tc > on thofe of the Weftern Ocean. The Arts 






them. 
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them. It was a Pheenician who introduced into 7 


Greece the knowledge of letters, and their ufes 
and artifts brought from Tyre prefided over 
the conftruction of the temple with which 
Solomon embellifhed his capital city. 

In the defcription of this maritime part of 
Syria, we fhall take our departure from Laodi- 
cea, which was a Phoenician city, before it 
became a Greek one by renovation under 
Seleucus Nicator. It then took the name of 
Laodicea; which, diftinguifhed by its maritime 
fituation, was furnamed ad Mare; and its 
name has fuffered fcarce any alteration in the 
prefent form of Ladikich. Although Phoenicia 
be fometimes mentioned in a manner that would 
prolong its extent as far as the limits of Egypt, 
we deem it expedient here to ftop at Tyre, that 
we may not take from Palaftine what it would 
havea right to reclaim. Immediately fucceeding 
to Laodicea Gadala exiftsin Gebileh. The fite of 
Paltus is unknown; but Balnea is found in Bel- 
nias. Marathus, at {ome diftance from the fea, 
is a little place.called Merakia. The mountains, 
which overlook thefe cities were occupied by a 
particular people, whofe name of Nazarini fub- 
fifts in that of Naffaris. 4radusis arock two hun- 


= in the fea, lefs than a mile in i? <td 
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but which neverthelefs containeda populous city, 
and powerful among thofe of Pheenicia. Itsname 
in the prefent form is Ruad. Antaradus, fituated 
oppofite on the fhore of the continent, is now 
named Tortofa. A river named Eleutherus, at 
| which Phoenicia commenced according to fome 

authors, has changed its mouth, in dire¢ting its 

courfe farther from Tortofa than heretofore. It is 

named now Nahr-kibir, or the Great River; 
~~ which addition it might merit by comparifon 
with the ftreams that run into the fea upon 
this fhore. Retiring from the fea, we mutt 
mention Raphanee, whofe name is recognized 
in that of Rafineh. Ona mountain in its en- 
virons, a fortrefs named Mafiat was the refi- 
, dence of the Ifhmaelite prince of the Affaffins*, 
celebrated in the time of the crufades. The 
name of Demetrias was given toa city whofe 
Syrian name is Akkar. Arce retains the flame 
E of Arka; and Simyra and Orthofia are found 
in Sumira and Ortofa. The name of Tripolis 
takes the form of Tarabolus among the Turks. 
4A river iffuing from the higheft fummits of 
Libanus difcharges itfelf into the fea after 













} This name is derived from the Arabic verb ha/s, to Hie 
prifes and was introduced by the crufaders into European lan- 
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pafling through a deep valley where, in a 
monaftery called Kanobin, refides the patriarch 


of the Maronites, by whom this river is called — 


Nahr Kadés, or the Sacred River; and this 
ravine makes a part of the valley of Kefroan. 
The ridge of a mountain projects into the fea, 
a fteep promontory, whofe name of Theo-pro- 
Jépon fignifies the divine countenance. Then 
Botrés appears in Batroun ; and Bybjus in Ge- 
bail. The Fluvius Adonis has taken the name 
of Nahr-Ibrahim ; and the Lycus, or the Wolf, 
is Nahr Kelb, or the River of the Dog. Aphaca, 
a city infamous for proftitution, was deftroyed by 


Conftantine. Berytus, among the number of the - 
principal cities of Phoenicia abfcinding the ter=. 


mination, is called Berut ; and beyond the river 
Tamyras or Nahr-Damur Porphyrion, which 
intercepts the paflage between the foot of the 
mountain and the fea is named Rumeilé, The 


mountains of this part of Phoenicia are thofe — 


which the Drufes occupy, who are faid to be 


defcended from the crufaders who took refuge ha 


here after the lofs of Paleftine. 
We arrive now at Sidon, which was diftin- 


guifhed by a degree of power and opulence bee 


yond the competition of any other city in Phat» — 
Cc 3 niciay 
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nicia, except Tyre. By ufe it is called Seide, 
although a place at fome diftance from the fea, 
towards the mountain, preferves precifely the 
name of Sidon. Between this city and Tyre, 
Sarepta preferves its name in Sarfond. A river 
which renders itfelf into the fea a little on this 
fide of Tyre, after having run the whole length 
of a valley which we have mentioned under 
the name of El Bekah, is called Cafemich to- 
wards its mouth, which fignifies feparation ; 
but elfewhere Leitoni, or Lanté: and there 
| ean be found no other river to which that 
~ named Leonios can be fo well referred. ‘There 
_- were two cities of the name of Tyre, Pale Ty- 
+. rus,or the Antient, and Tyrus placed on an ifle; 
_ . but the time of the tranfmigration is not well 
_ known. | The ruins of the firft furnifhed Alex- 
' ander with materials for conftru€ting a mole or 
- eaufey, which joined the continent to the 
_ infulated city, and which time has rather con- 
folidated than impaired. ‘Tyre, which yielded 
to Sidon in antiquity, at -leaft equalled it in 
_ renown ; and the famous purple dye contri- 
"buted to the maintenance of its wealth, Its 
_ mame in the oriental languages is Sur. The 
Franks, who rendered themfelves mafters of 
BEN bas : this 
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this city, loft it again towards the end of the. 
thirteenth century ; and it is now buried in mm 
ruins. 

THE Ife of Cyprus extends in length from. 
a promontory in the eaft named Acamas, and 
now bearing the name of the Holy Epiphany, 
to another in the weft called Dinaretum, now — 
Cape Saint Andrew. The.channel which fepa- 
rates the northern fhore between thefe promon- 
tories from Cilicia, was called Aulon Cilcius, 
or the Cilician Strait. The fouthern fhore of 
the ifland is divided into two parts by a point of 
land, whofe name of Curias is changed into 
that of Gavata, otherwife Della Gatté. ' This 
ifland is not fpacious enough to have large — 
rivers: but it has many mountains; of which 
the moft elevated and moft centrical was named 
Olympus, and is now called Santa Crocé. _ It is 
thought that its mines of brafs or copper caufed 
it to be called Cupros*, or rather that this metal 
owes the name which diftinguithes it to that of 
the ifland. The Turks call Cyprus Kibris; the : 
Arabs Kubrous ; and we fhould do well to-ab-. 
ftain from the practice of writing it Chypre t, 
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* Kumpios, cuprum. 
+ The reader will perceive that it is only the French ee 
ove that is here alluded to. , 
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which difguifes the form of the name, and is 
only. derived from the Italian mode of pro. | 
nouncing the initial letter. This ifland had 

received Pheenician tribes, before Greek colo- 
nies pofterior to the war of Troy came to efta- 
blith themfelves in it, Under the domination 
of the kings of Perfia it was portioned into par- 
ticular principalities, to the number of nine, 
Ptolemy Soter, king of Egypt, conquered it; 
and it was in poffeffion of a prince of the houfe 
of the Ptolemies when it was feized by the 
Romans, Although many Khalifs had endea- 
youred to become matters of it, it was not loft 
to the Greek empire till towards the end of 
the twelfth century, and it has not been fub- 


_ jected to the Turks more than two ages. 


. The principal city of Cyprus was Salamis, 
which, having been overwhelmed by an inun- 
dation of the fea, occafioned by an earthquake, 


_ was re-eftablifhed under the name of Confantia, 
- inthe fourth century; and although it was de- 


populated towards the end of the feventh, by 
tranfmigration of its inhabitants, yet the name 


of Conftanza remains to the fite which it occu- 
- pied, Pedeus, or Pedio, the moft confiderable of 


the rivers of this ifland, had its mouth here, 


‘The place which has fince become the principal 


* , ip 
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in the ifland, and not far diftant from the former 


capital, is Famagoufte, or rather Amogofte, as 
the Cyprian Greeks pronounce it, and derives 
this name from a fandy cape adjacent, called 4m- 
mochofios *. There were two cities of the name of 
Paphos: the more ancient, which had received 
Venus when iffuing from the foam of the fea; 
and a new one which has prevailed, preferving 
its name under the form of Bafo, or Bafa. We 
have three cities to cite in this interval between 
Salamis and Paphos. Citium, the native place of 
Zeno, author of the Stoic Philofophy, and which 
is nowcalled Chiti. Amathds, a Phoenician rather 
than a Greek city, but where Venus was not 
Jefs honoured than at Paphos, and whofe fite is 
called Linmefon Antica, And laftly Curium, 


which is thought to have occupied the pofition . 


ofa place now named Pifcopia. On the northern> 


coaft, a city called Arfincé, among many of the 


fame name in Cyprus, correfponds in ‘local * 


circumftances with a place named Poli, Sol@ 
retains the name of Solia ; Lapethus is Lapito ; 
and Chitrus, fomewhat retired from the fea, is 


Citria, or otherwife Paleo Chitro. Carpafia ap- mr 
pears to have been a canton filling the eaftern 


and moft contracted extremity of the ifland, 


“® From aupos, arena,” 
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"The modern capital is known commonly by 
the name of Nitofia, which comes from Lef- . 
cofia, anciently called Ledra. Trimithus is re- 
cognized in the name Trimitufa, which apper- 
tains to a fmall village. And we think that 
we difcover Idalium, as well by the pleafantnefs 


of its fituation, as by the analogous name of 
Dalin. 








PALZSTINA. 


~ UNDER this title we comprehend all the 

country extending fouth from the limits of 

Syria, or properly the Coele-Syria, to Arabia 
_ Petrea: and this {pace is bounded’ on the weft 
_ by the fea called in the Bible the Great Sea, 
_ and confined by Arabia Deferta on the eaftern 
fide. Though the country is mountainous, it 
is not abundant in ftreams: we know of but 
e river that merits the appellation ; and this 
‘the Yordanes, or Jordan, which. rifing from 
mountain named Hermon, a branch of Anti 
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again to water a fpacious valley called Aulon, 
or Magnus Campus; at the aperture of which it © 
lofes itfelf in a lake much more fpacious than 
the precedent, named the Dead Sea, and the — 
Salt Sea, in the facred writings; .d/phaltites 
Lacus, or the Bituminous Lake, in the Greek 
and Roman authors; and A/motanah, or the 
Stinking, by the Arabs. And the Jordan: is 
called by thefe Nahr-el-Arden. Several torrents 
will occur on furveying the country in detail. 
It is agreed that the name of Palafiina is de- 
rived from the Philiftines. For notwithftand- 
ng that the Hebrew people eftablifhed them- 
lves in Canaan, the Philiftines maintained 
effion of a maritime country, which ex= | 
ed to the limits of Egypt. And there is 
to believe that it was the Syrians who, 
breater attachment to this people than to 
jon originally foreign in the country, have 
pecafion to the extenfion of the name of | 
ne, which is found in hiftory at the time | 
dotus, and which the Jewith writers 
ce adopted in the fame extent. The 
pf Juda, tranfported to Babylon by Na-, 
for, had obtained. liberty from om : 
‘to their native country; and the 
nation, fince this return, extending ~ 
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themfelves as well in what compofed the King. 
dom of Ifrael as that of Juda, diffufed the 
name of ‘fudea over the {fame fpace ; and this 
was the name of the kingdom pofleffed by He. 
rod. But, in the enumeration of the provinces 
of the empire, it is recognized’ only by the 
name of Paleftine: and, in the firft years of the 
fifth century, this name was communicated to 
three provinces ; firft, fecond, and third. And 
becaufe this laft occupied Arabia Petrea, we 
fhall regard it as foreign to our prefent fub- 
ject. 

This diftin@ion is incompetent to the tho- 
rough knowledge of a country, which divides 
with fome others the greateft celebrity in hif- 
tory. A particular difcuffion however, more intri- 
cate than interefting, concerning the differentCa- 
naanite people eftablifhed in the country before 
the conqueft of it by Jofhua, is not appofite to 
a work of this nature. Nor can we delineate, 
but in a manner vague and general, the feveral 
tribes which compofed the Hebraic or Ifraelitith 
| people. Cae | 

EY -. All that country which was compri ib 
tween the Dead Sea, the Great Sea, and 

ce mits of Egypt, was deftined to Fuda. 
: “ mnean alfo occupied a eres in this 
Be “dyes 
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wards the country which the Philiftines pre+ 
ferved, and on the confines of Idumea; Beer- 
fabée being of his portion. In fuch a dif- 
tribution it can hardly be conceived that this: 
tribe was of the ten who obeyed Samaria ra- 
ther than Jerufalem. Benjamin’s tribe was con- 
tiguous to that of ¥uda, towards the north. Its 
limits embraced Jericho and Bethel; and from 
Bethoron declining fouth towards Kiriath-jearim 
muft have comprehended Jerufalem, in paffing 
through the valley Ben-hinnon, which Sion 
bounds on the fouth. The map will indicate 
thefe pofitions, which are cited (though here 
out of place), the better to delineate the fubs- 
je&t. Dan was placed at the fame height to- 
wards the fea, in afcribing to it Accaron and 
Jamnia. The confines of thefe two tribes 
were common to that of Epbraim, whith 
touched the Jordan, and extended on the fea to 
the torrent named Cana. The half tribe of 
Manaf was contiguous to the tribe of Ephraim; 
which was bounded on the eaft by the Jordan; 
and on the weft by the fea as far as Dora, at 
the foot of Mount Carmel, on the limits of 
Abfer. We fee it claiming the poffeflion of 
Bethfan, although this part of the Jordan had — 
a Ifachar, who occupied Jezraél, and * 
4 whom 
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whom the Tabor limited towards the north, 
This mount feparated him from the tribe of Za. 
bulon, whofe extenfion on the lake of Genefa- 
reth may be difputed. The borders of this lake 
belonged tothe tribe of Naphtali, which termi- 
nating the country towards the north, confined 
towards the weft with dfher, whofe portion 
bordered the fea from Mount Carmel to Sidon, 
including the city of Tyre, which was, not- 
withftanding, never fubjeéted to his tribe. 
There remain to be recounted the tribes of | 
Reuben and of Gad, and a half tribe of Manajfe, 
who obtained their lots on the eaft* fide of the 
Jordan. The firft of thefe commenced at the 
torrent of Arnon, on the limits of Moab ; the 
fecond was adjacent, towards the north; and 
the third was prolonged on the eaftern fhore 
of lake Genefareth, and beyond that, to the ex- 
tremity of the country poflefied by the Ifrael- 
ites. It is well known that the pofterity of 
Levi, referved for the hierarchy, were invefted 
with the government of feveral cities, inter- 
fperfed throughout the territories of the other 
tribes, and were called Levites. 
_ The extindtion of the kingdoms of Juda and 
~ Mfracl deftroyed all traces of this divifion of 
© eountry. After the return from captivity, and 
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during the times of the fecond temple, we dif- 
tinguith four principal countries: Judea, Sa-— 
maria, Galilea on this fide of the Jordan, and 
Perea, a denomination which denotes the 
country that is the fubject of it to be beyond 
this river. We find alfo the name of Judza 
appropriated {pecially to the greater part of the 
country, and to which the Jewith nation owe 
their diftinguifhing appellation. Judza Proper 
occupied the fouth, Galilea the north, and Sa- 
maria filled the intermediate f{pace. Different 
diftri&ts, under the title of Toparchies, men= 
tioned as belonging to Judea, indicate its limits 
on the fide of Samaria, between the Jordan 
and the fea. A place named Ginza, attributed 
to Galilea, prefled on the other fide of Samaria. 

In treating of the Perea, we fhall {peak of 
cantons feparated from that which is more pre- 
cifely fo denominated ; and withal, of a parti- 
cular province diftinguifhed by the name of 
Arabia. 


JUD £4. 


The predominant city in this part, as in all 
the country, is Yeru/alem, or Fuerefelyialy 


which, according to fome authors, is the fame ™ 
with | 
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FF ait Seléig: the ‘seRdelick' of Midichttelbew® te 


is fometimes called Febus, for having been held 


hy the Jebufites, a Canaanite people; and from — 


whom it was taken by David, who made it his 
refidence. This is the Cadytis of Herodotus, 
who fays that it was taken by Necos, king of 
Egypt; and we fee, in the facred writings, 
Nechao performing atts of fovereignty in Je- 
rufalem. Its fite occupied feveral hills, of which 
the moft elevated and moft f{pacious was Sion, 
__ making the fouthern quarter of the city ; which 
quattera valley towards the north feparated from 
another hill. On the eaftern fide rofe a third ele- 
vation, called mount Moria, wheregn was feat- 
ed the temple ; which a mofque, much revered 
by the Mahometans, has fupplanted. The 


length of the city, looking to the eaft, bordered © 


avalley that is channelled through the bottom 


by a ravine, which affords a bed for a torrent © 


called Cedron. And if the reader be defirous of 
_ acquiring a more perfect knowledge of the an- 
cient and actual. ftate of Jerufalem, its different 
quarters, the extent of the city, and its temple, 
he may confult a particular differtation on this 
Mee fubjedt by the author of the prefent work We 
know thatydeftroyed by aking of Babylon, Jeru- 
© Sales 2m rofe again from its ruins after the return 
A Hie 4 from 






a 
Mae e 


ee me? 


“ancient cebeuhoat. 


_ captivity. This city and its fecond t 
ceived from Herod great embellifhments, which _ 
fubfifted only till its final deftru@ion in the , 
ragn of Vefpafian, The infurrection of the 
Jews under Hadrian; furnifhed occafion for the a 
building of a new city, altogether Roman, call+ _ 
ed Alia, from the name of ABlius which Ha- — 
drian bore, with the furname of Capitolina: — 
and it is thence that Jerufalem is mentioned — 
by the oriental geographers under the name.of 
llia. The principal alteration in its fite confifts 
in that Sion, which made the principal quar- — 
ter of the’ more ancient city, was not com- 
prifed within the limits of the new one. This — 
city bears among the Arabs the titles of Beit-/_ 
el-Makdés, and Kads-She-if ; that is to fay, the 
Houfe of the Sanétuary, and the Holy, by way 
of excellence : and this laft title is exprefled in 
the name of Cadytis, before mentioned, Oe 
When we fee that, in the fearch made by — 
Eufebius of Cefarea in Paleftine, and St. Jee — 
rom, inhabiting the fame country in the fourth _ 
century, but a very few of the multitude of — 
places mentioned in the Scriptures could be : 
found, one is tempted to {mile at the prefump- 5 
tion of the publifhers of thofe maps, wherein : 
the, number of pofitions feems to equal this 
3 Dd multi+ 
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multitude. It cannot be expected that this 


country, ftill more defolated than it then was, © 


can furnifh many fatisfactory indications of its 


_sancient ftate. Befides, an epitome, as thisris, 


wiil not admit of fo much detail as the fubjec 
‘might require. An examination of evidences, 
a collation of authorities neceflary to afcertain 
the identity of pofitions, can only have place in 
‘a fpecial and appropriate work. It may be faid, 


Gn general, however, that the places which be- 


~ Jong to the time of the fecond temple are much 


better known than thofe of the anterior ages. 
Of the toparchies, or chief places which we 
have faid forma fence to Judea on the fide of Sia- 
maria, are Acrabatene*, whofe name feems to 
indicate a country of mountains; Gophniticia, 
and Thamniticia, ranged from the eaft to the 
‘weft, between the Jordan and the fea, Gophna 
appears a place of confiderable dignity north of 
Jerufalem, on the route of Neapolis and Sa- 
maria. Antipatris” was {5 called by Herod, 


after his father, who was named Antipater ; 


and this city is defcribed as being feated at 


_ ‘the defcent of a mountainous country, on. the 
“border of a plain named Saronas, terminated 
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grunt ; * From exxposy fummus, ea | 
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tl fea. «On the fame thore, Apollonius is 
now aruinated place named Arfuf, near the 
BOS of a torrent. And on traverfing this 
towards the north, we find the iflue of 
another torrent, which has been mentioned as — 
ferving for the boundary to Ephraim’s tribe} 
under the name of Cang, or Arcindeneti, fignifys 
ing the Reedy, and tranflated el-Kafab by thé 
Arabs. On this fhore a lagune, which in the 
country being called Moiet~el-Temfah, or the 
Water of the Crocodile, reprefents the Crocodis - 
forum Lacus mentioned in antiquity. 

Tending towards the fouth, another ecivel 
which appears unknown till thetime of the crus 
fades, is found to precede the pofition of Foppe, 
through which the actual name of Jafa is derive 
ed, from ‘Fappo, its original form. The fable of 
Andromeda chained to a rock illuftrates this 
place in antiquity. This was the ordinary place 
of debarkation for Jerufalem ; but there now 
remains fearcely any thing more than the name 
of what was once a city. At the fame height. 
in the interior of the country, Lydda, which 
among the Greeks took the name of Dio/polis, 
preferves, in fome veftiges, the name of Lod. | 
Raila, or as it is commonly called, Rama, is 4 
the ema place in this canton: and a little 
Dd: nearer — 
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"nearer to Joppe, Famnia, or, according ‘to 
oriental form, Jabne, not far from the fea, ftil] _ 
preferves the name of Iebna, with the advan. 
tage of a port: and this is the Iblin aa | 
"we find in the hiftory of the holy wars. . Some 
idea may be acquired of the popilation of Ju- 
dea from Strabo, who eports that this place, 
joined with fome others in its neighbourhood, 
could arm forty -thoufand men. We find a 
little on this fide the bed of another torrent; 
which having paffed, and left the pofition jut 
mentioned, we enter into the lands of ‘the 
Philifai, ox Philiftines; who, occupying the | 
maritime country to the limits of Egypt, had 
divided it into five fatrapies, or feignories. They | 
were treated as A/lophyli, or foreigners, by the 
Jews in the time of the fecond temple, not- 
withftanding that their pofleffion of the coun- 
try was anterior to that of the anceftors of the 
- Jewith nation. Alienation from the’ worthip 
of the true God produced the diftin@tion. 
~ We find Azotus, or rather A/dod, under the fame 


~. name, at fomediftance from the fea; on the fhore 


“of which was an Azot paralios, or maritime. Eh- 
"von, or Accaron, preferves the firft of thefe forms 
in 1 its name. Gath, or Geth, which took.a place 
~ alfo amore the =~ was more. inland by 
Beye its 
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polition given. with regard to a city, Which — 


we do not find mentioned till after the ruin 


~ fecond temple; but which, under the — 


eck name of Eleutheropolis, or the Free City, 


appears to have a over a great dif- © 


trict, It is nowstnBnown. Afcalon and Garay 
the principal cities <f the Philiftines, com- 
pleted the number of their fatrapies.. Thefe 
cities were remarkable for their attachment to 
paganifm. The firft, in the vicinity of the 
fea, and a very important place, as it appears in 
the holy wars, preferves its name, although 
buried in ruins. It is known alfo, by the hif- 
tory of thefe wars, that a torrent, {pringing 
from the mountains in the neighbourhood of 
Jerufalem, has its iffue near Afcalon ; and this 
torrent is crofied by the road that leads to Ga- | 
za. All this part adjacent to the fea being a 
flat country, is defignated by the generic term 
of Sephela. Gaza, razed by.Alexander after a 
fiege, was at length re-eftablifhed; and_ it 
ftill fubfifts, with the fame name, on the fame 
fitee The port formed a town at fome ditt 
Pete and a {mall ftream runs a little beyond 
. Raphia, remarkable for a great battle be- 


es the kings of Syria and Egypt, is {till & = 


He tamed Refah. 


av 
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In the time of the fecond temple, the fout 
ern part of Judea was called Daromas, and - | 

name of Darom ftill appears. That of J 

mea, paffing the ancient limits of the co 
try of Edom, was at the, fame time enmend. 
éd to this part, which had been evacuated by 
the removal of the pegyle of Juda to Baby- 
fon. We learn from St. Jerom, that the in- 
habitants of it in his time contrived their 
_@wellings in caverns. The country on the 
borders of the lake Afphaltites is terminated 
by mountains, through which a paffage is call. 
ed Afcenfus Acrabim, or the Afcent of the Scor- 
pion, Among the places which are to be cited 
in this remote part of Judea, Gerara gave its 
hame to the canton environing it; and from 
which Ber-Sabec, fignifying the Well of the 
Oath, being mentioned as making the fouthern 
boundary of the country ceded to the people 
Of Ifrael, cannot be far diftant, Arad was 4 
_ city at the extremity of the tribe of Juda. But, 
rk in returning towards Jerufalem, we find He 
_ Bron, a confiderable place, to which a high an- 
- tiguity was attributed under the primitive name 
of Kiriath- Arba, or the city of Arba. The fe 
cy ulchre of Abraham and bis’ family has made 
this place refpected to the ‘prefent time. Its 
eer name 
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is among the Arabs is Cabr Ibrahimfor the — 
Tomb of Abraham ; and, in the hiftory of the — 
ufades, St. Abraham is the name given to 
ebron. Bet-lehem, a {mall place where the — 
Redeemer of the world was born, is only” fix | 
miles from Jertfletp, towards the fouth. -A_ 
place conftruéted by\Herod, in memory of a © 
victory obtained over tke Jews before-arriving — 
at the regal dignity, and which he embellifhed 
with a palace named Hersdium, was a little 
further from Jerufalem, and to the eaft withal. 
At the fame diftance, being marked at 60 fta- 
dia, but in’an oppofite direQion, Emmaus, where 
Vefpafian defeated the revolted Jews, was call 
ed Nicopolis. Turning towards Ferico, a plain 
adjacent to the Jordan, celebrated heretofore 
for its fertility, and which produced a cele- 
brated balm, fucceeds a {pace fterile and moum © 
tainous between Jerufalem and this city, whofe 
‘name in the Roman writers is Hierichis, and ~ 
in the Arabian geographers, Eriha. Engaddi, — 
on the Dead Sea, but having its territory con- © 
tiguous to that of Jericho, was not lefs fertile — 
in palm trees. Mafada, a fortrefs elevated on d 
_ a rock, was the laft afylum which remained to “3 
_ the revolted Jews after the taking of Jerufae | 
‘on Ziph is a canton between Hebron and the 
Dd4 De 


= | 







408 COMPENDIUM OF 
‘Dead Sea; to which fucceeds a mountain { 
"the fame name with the Carmel, more celebrated 
and better known on the Great Sea in Ga” 
ilee, ‘ 
£ © oF Pa { 

“SAMARIA er GRLILZA. 

- We know that Salmesazae, having tran{fport- 
ed to Affyria the inhabitants of the kingdom 
of Ifrael, caufed the country thus evacuated 
to be repeopled with colonies from his own 
dominions. Among thefe colonies we find 
fome named Cutheans, but with their primi- 
tive feats we are unacquainted. It is alfo well 
known that thefe colonifts adopted the reli- 

_ gion of the country where they were eftablith- 

ed; and that they derived from Samaria, the 

- gapital of Ifrael, the name of Samaritans, which 
diflinguifhed them from the Jews... Samaria 
- owed its foundation to one of the fucceflors 

\ of the firit kings of Ifrael, But it had been 

k deftroyed by the Jews under one of their Afmo- 
ean princes, and re-edified by a governor of 

E . ‘Syria, when Herod fortifying and embellith- 

g this city, gave it in honour of Auguttus, 

pe name of Sedafe, which it preferves in its 

meh / Stchem, which was the royal city of 


Ifrael 






f ; ae 
\  _- ANCIENT GEOGRAPHY, . 409 
aus before Samaria, took afterwards théname > 
of Neapolis, which is altered only into the form — 
Nabolus. Two mountains, Garizim and — 
al, form a valley which inclofes this city 7 
and it was at the foot of the firft that the'Say. 
maritans had mple. But the city that _ 
took the pre-eminenge of others was Ca/area; — 
which, becoming the ‘YPafidence of the Roman 
governors, is called Cefarea of Paleftine. This 
place, named anteriorly Turris Stratonis, was 
chofen by Herod for the fite of a magnificent 
city and port; to which he gave aname referring 
perfonally’to Auguftus, and common to many 
other cities. In the divifion of Paleftine into 
three provinces, that whereof Cefarea remained _ 
metropolis, was the firft; and the fee of Jeruy | 
falem was its fuffragan, before it was elevated’ 
to the patriarchal dignity, Though we fee 
Cefarea fubfifting at the time of the crufades, | 
there is nothing of it now remaining but its 
name, and fome veftiges of its walls and its 
port, 

Samaria appears very much contracted in 
breadth, being bounded on the fide of Galilee, 
as. we already remarked, by the pofition of 
Ginga, which is ftill found under the name of — 
fre but a few hours diftant from Sebaftes i 
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on th® road towards the north: Carmel 
at the fame time reputed within the limits of 
Galilee. This name of Galilee but rarely 
curs in the Scriptures of the Old Teftament. 
But, from the manner in which the country is 
frequently mentioned aftepwilds, ‘the goodnefs 
of its foil feems to give it fue pre-eminence over 
_ the other parts of Palefune, with the advantage 
_ Of a population proportionate toa greater fecun- 
@ity.. There was a diflinCtion made between 
Galilee inferior, adjacent to Samaria, and the 
fuperior towards the north, on the frontier of 
Phetnicia; which laft, lefs occupied by Jews 
than the lower divifion, was called Gaklea Gen- 
tim, the Galilee of the Gentiles, or foreign 
tations. 
| “At the entrance to this country is a great 
_ plain, to which the name and the place of Fe/- 
raél, which was a royal city in Ifrael fituated 
on the right of the plain, gives at this day 
| the name of Efdrélon. On the other fide, in 
‘ tending towards Carmel, the place that a Ro- 
_ man legion occupied, under the name of Legio, 
- fs found in that of Legune. And we would 
© ia din be as wellaffuredof the pofition of Mageddo, 
ituated on the fame plain, and where Jofias of 
Fy “a P was Killed in-a battle with Necos king of 


Egypt. 
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ete The Carmelus mons bordered t¥@ thore- 
of the fea to the weft and north; and the re+ 

“pee of the Jews for this mountain was coms 
unicated alfo to the Pagans. It is fertile and - 
ftures feed horfes of a race 
which are maintained by 
an Emir, or Arabiaf&prince, long eftablithed in 
this canton, Several Maritime cities are ftill 
recognized under Mount Carmel. Dora, whofe 
modern name is Tartoura, and the pofition of 
a place named Atlik, or Caftle Pilgrim, appears 
to have been that which from the fycamores 
that abound in its environs, was named Syca= 
minos. A place named Hepha, now Caipha, op~ 
pofite to the pofition of Acre, appeared under 
the name of Porphyrion® in a time when the 
ftrand of the fea furnifhed a fpecies of fhell-fith 
yiclding the famous purple dye, but which , 
feems now to be unknown, ‘The torrent of 
Kifon fprung from the fouth fide of Fabor, and, 
augmented by fome brooks which traverfe the 
plain of Efdrelon, is received on the flank of — 
Carmel into a gulf which the fea forms be+ 
tween this mountain and the point of Acre. 
The fame gulf alfo receives the little river Be- — 


woody; and its 
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" Jus, c®led by the Arabs Nahr Halou, and fa 
mous in antiquity for affording a fand proper 
for the manufacture of glafs, Aco, or Acco,t 
the name of Pfolemais under the Ptolemied, 
| fmahy of whom pofleffed Coele-Syria. But al- 
though this new name be enfpivyedby the Greek 
and Roman authors, they Jtfo ufe the primitive 
denomination of Ace. «No place was more dif- 
puted by the crufadersandthe Muffulman princes 
than this of Acre till towards the end of the 
thirteenth century; it being then deftroyed, 
that it might no longer ferve the Franks as a 
key to Paleftine. Being fituated ch a point 
advanced in the fea, commerce. has given occa- 
fion to fome habitations among its ruins, . To 
conclude this notice of the coaft as far as Tyre, 
the fite of Ecdippa, or Aczib, preferves in a very 
_ fimall place the name of Zib; beyond which the 
_ paflage of a fteep mountain that overlooks the 
fea, was called Scala cmp or the Ladder 
_e Tyrians. 

-- Advancing intothecountry, onan Avert, 
= we find that Sepphoris, fpoken of by Jofephus as 
[tas the ftrongeft place and moft confiderable 
é ‘city of Galilee; had taken the name of Dioca/area 
| Gnithe time of Saint Jerom; and was then ex- 
i eniely decayed. ‘The Jews have continued to it 
the 


- 
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yp: name of Sipphori, which in vulgef ufe is 
Séfouri. Between this place and the Tabor, in — 
‘yoy north of the plain of Efdrelon, Naza> — 
th is a {mall place, according to St..Jerom, — 
called Nazara... The Tabor is an infulated — 
mount in thé of a plain ; and its name i 
takes the form of J/ayrius in the Greek writers. _ 
But, proceeding towarts Tiberias, we muft ine 
cline to the right to view Beth/an, on the con- — 
fines of Galilee and Samaria. This city, in the 
vicinity of the Jordan, is more celebrated under 
the name of Scytbopolis, which appears to be due 
to the Scythians, who, according to Herodotus, 
had advanced as far as Paleftine before they won 
the empire of Afia from the Medes. However, © 
this Greek denomination of a city that was re- 
puted the firft among thofe of the Decapolis, — 
and that took the rank of metropolis in the | 
fecond Paleftine, has in its turn been fuperfeded — 
by its primitive name, in the altered form of j 
Baifan. Tiberias received this name from Herod _ 
Antipas, in honour of Tiberius. It is need | 
that the fon of the great Herod, for the con= 
ftruétion of the new city, made choice of the ; 
fite of a more ancient and obfcure place, called 
Chenereth, according to St. Jerom, or Cinereths ie 
and this name of Tiberias was communicated ‘o 


sot webs: 
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the adjacent lake, which it qualified at the fam 
time with the appellation of Sea, by a figure fa. 
miliar to the orientals. In the pronunciation f 
eee Arabs the name is Tabarieh; and that 

am, by which they denominate the ther- | 
me, or mineral baths, nf ours is 
the Ammaus, which the k writers beftow on 
the fame place, arid wiich is itfelf an alteration 

_ of the primitive Hebraic name of Chamath, 

* "The name Gene/fareth, which the lake‘of 'Ti- 

_ berias originally bore, was drawn from a little 
country diftinguifhed ‘for the beauties of its 
fituation, under the name of Genne/ar, and which | 
being watered by the fountain of Capharnaum, | 
fhould be fituated towards the upper part of the 
lake, near the entrance of the Jordan. The 
fiege that Jofephus fuftained againft Vefpafian 

| iff Yotapata, has given celebrity to this place, 
which this hiftotian deferibes as fituated’on a 
height environed with precipices. He fpeaks 
- of apba as another ftrong place in the fame 
EManton ;_and it is prefumed that the fortrefs of — 
- Saphet, which was the refidence of a Turkith 

» commandant, and overthrown by an earthquake 

i  fome years fince, correfponds with this pofition. 

Be; little beyond, the Lacus Samochonites of Jo- 

-fephus, traverfed by i Jordan, is thought to 

be 





™ z i ® 


the waters of Meron in the facred text. This 
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Jake, now called Bahr-el-Houlei, is reduced to 


» inconfiderable pool in dry feafons. There 





———— SO 


id faid to be ftill veftiges of Afer, which. | pre= 
ferve the name of this royal city of the Cana 
anites. A plyce named Kadas may have 
been the Kedes of htali, and at the ‘fame 
time the Cedefus which the Tyrians poffefigd. 
It remains that we remount to Paneas between 
two brooks which form the Jordan, at the 
foot of the mount called Panium, on which 
Herod, in gratitude for having been put in pof= 
feffion of the Trachonites by Auguttus, ereéted — 
a temple to that prince. On the partition of 
the ftates of Herod among his children, Phi- 

lip, who had the Trachonites, gave to the city 
of Paneas the name of Ca/area, to which was 

annexed by diftinétion the furname of Phiiippr. 

It did not however prevent the refumption of 
its primitive denomination, pronounced Banias, 
more purely ‘than Belines, as it is written — 

hiftorians of the crufades. 
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. Although all the country beyond the Jqr- | 
“(dan may with the fame propriety be called 
‘Perea, according to thé fipiiifieation of the 
term, yet this diftin@iontis more particularly 
ore to that part witch made the portions of 
euben and Gad, extending from the torrent of 
Arnon northward to the mount called Galaad, | 
at nearly the fame height with the iffue.of the © 
Jordan from the Tiberiad Sea. . The Arnon is | 
difcharged into the lake A{phaltites, after having 
pafled through the neighbourhood of the prin- 
cipal city of the Moabites. Towards ,the be- 
ginning of its courfe, the Romans had eftablith- 
edamilitary poft, Ca/ra Arnonenfia, on the fron- 

- #ier of Arabia, in a canton which was called 
Arnonas. The mounts Abarim, and the fummit 
_of Nebo, whence Mofes. had a.profpe&. of the 

‘x -Promifed Land, rife at fome diftance from the 
_» Jordan oppofite to Jerico, between two plains: 
ny ‘that on the weftern fide being divided by the 

_ river, while the eaftern plain is an extent of 

i pi which we’ find under the name of 
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ehria ¢foab. At the foot of thefe foun 

tains towards the Jordan, the name of Livias 

given to an ancient city, to flatter Auguftus’ 
in jthe perfon of Livia. Nearer to the lak 
Afphaitites, Herod added fortifications to t 
advantageous fituation of Machaerus, on the: 
fummit of a fteep rock. Farther on, and fouths 
ward withal, a place meriting notice for its*hot’ 
{prings, was called Calli-rhoe, which fignifies in 
Greek the limped fountain. Penetrating into 
the country we find He/ebon, or according tod 
the Greek writers, E/bds: and there is ftill” w 
mention of it in the oriental geography under 
the name of Hefbon. Medaba is 2 city to be’ 
counted in the fame canton, which is now 
called al Belkaa. maths is defcribed as an - 
exceeding ftrong fortrefs, overlooking the great 
plain, which is continued along the courfe of* 
the Jordan, from the Tebriad lake to that of 
Afphaltites under the name of Au/on in anti< 
quity, but fupplanted by that of el-Gour, which — 
fignifies in the Arabic language a low, or funkeri_ 
land. And the pofition of a place natned Affelt” ; 
in the oriental geography appears to correfpond 
with that juft mentioned. We here find Sasery =| 
and its lake, from which emauates a ftream re= | 
anes by the paeageee the 1 name Zira, 2S 
Ee ca Aten 
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A anton of country more retired toward th 
north is diftinguifhed by the name of Galaaditis, 
which a mountain, whofe name is Ga/aad, co 
- municates to it. The name of this mountajn 
Sppears fometimes to be extended to the branches 
projected towards Anti-Libanus, though more 
particularly applied to the ridge that reigns on 
the right of the torrent“of Fabok, which iffuing 
_ from the country of Ammon, difcharges: itfelf 
into the Jordan about the height of Bethfan ; 
and is believed to be that now called Zarca. 
Ramoth was in remote antiquity a principal 
city of this country, fituated near to‘Jabok, and 
at a defined diftance from the capital of the | 
* Ammonites. But in a pofterior age, another city 
attracts more notice under the name of Ped, 
which the Greeks of Syria, by whom it was 
inhabited, had given it, from the circumstance 
of its being nvironed with water, as the 
“Macedonian city of this name. We fee in 
ey hiftory that this city received the Chriftians 
' who had abandoned Jerufalem when it was 
| menaced with ruin by the fiege. There is 
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out the limits of Paleftine, which included ‘the © 

rmer. Batanga is another country whic ie 
covers the north of Galaaditis, and its naine 
ig preferved im that of Batinia, as we find. in i 
the oriental geographers. This is the ae : 
conquered by the people of Ifrael, under 
king of Ba/an; to whofe territories was conti- — 
guous in Galaad what Sehon king of the Amo- 
rites poffeffed. And there is reafon to believe ~ 
that of the primitive Bafan was afterwards 
formed the name of Batanea. Its diftrict ap= 
pears to be, feparated from the Teberiad lake by ; 
a margin of land called Gaulonitis, from Golan, 
or Gaulon, the name of a ftrong fortrefs, difting-_ 
ly indicated in the oriental geography under the | 
name of Agheloun, or Adgeloun. Gamala, — 
not far diftant, was a place almoft inacceftible, 
being feated upon a rock bounded by preci- © 
pices, which was feparated by the extremity 
of the Teberiad lake from a confiderable city — 
called Tarichea*, from the circumftance of its — 
being the place where the fith taken in the — 
lake were cured, 

This extremity of the lake receives a ficeden m 
pene peexctutore Hieromax, and abi kh, 
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whicltpaffes under Gadara,aconfiderable city 


diftinguithed as the capital of Perea by Jofephus, ~ 
Its name is nowKedar. Hippos, on the bordg 


‘of the lake oppofite to the pofition of Tiberias, 
“was at the foot of a mountain of the fame name; 
and the name of Ergab in therneighbourhood 
reprefents that of Argob, extended to a diftria 
in the Scriptures. At the entrance of the Jor- 
dan into the lake, Fylias received its name 
from Philip, Tetrarch of the Trachonitis: and 
with this pofition correfpond the vetiges of a 
city under the name of Tel-oul. We may add, 


that there is reafon to believe this Julias to be | 


the Choroxain of a remoter age. The Yermuk 
is celebrated in Saracen hiftory for a great 
vigtory obtained over the Greeks, in the time 
‘of Omar; and a city of the fame name is alfo 


‘mentioned as adjacent to the river, and which | 


‘appears to have been that known ‘heretofore 
“under the Roman denomination of Capitolias. 
Atraa, or Edrei, another city of Batanea, is 
- Gitedi in the oriental geography under the name 
bh a Adreat, with the addition of pa name Biti- 






vh Messrs “of the crufades: On a tT eaene 
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b Canatha.. And this pofition was the tern 
. the Ifraelitith poffeffions in. the half tribe of s 
Manaffe. The name of Hermon is applied to 
the branch of a mountain which envelopes this 
canton. Ina plain eaft of the Jordan, a bafin — 
called Phiala, having no perceptible iffue, has ie 
been regarded as the fountain of the Jordan: ; 
this rivulet being filtered through the foil, be — 
tween the bafin and its more apparent fources 
in the environs of Paneas, This plain is called 
by the Arabs Meidan, fignifying a holo 
and is famous for a fait held upon it. 
Before Wwe proceed farther, it is proper to 
fpeak of what is called the Decapolis. This 
appears to have been a confederation of ten — 
cities ; which being not inhabited by Jews, 
had a common intereft in guarding againft the - 
enterprizes of the Afmonean princes, by whom | 
the Jewith nation was governed till the time of 
Herod, Scythopolis is put in the firft rank, and 
fecond only to Gadara; to thefe may be mdded © } 
Hippos, Gerafa, Canatha; and defcending to the _ 
fouth, Pella, Dium, and Philadelphia, of which * 
hereafter. Abila, a city of Batanea, is of this 
number; to complete which we have to add 
the Fa we. penenne sone =~ name of 
bor tian sabe Sasi geet) wefan be 
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These ate three denominations of countries! 
making the frontiers of Syria and Arabia; — 
Trachonitis, Jiur@a, and Auranitis ; but their ap.” 
iate limits we cannot diftinguifh. The 
firft has a Greek name, exprefling the afperity 
; ofa mountainous country, which a people 
hs addided to. rapine, and inhabiting deep ca- 
-verns called Trachones, occupied. 'Thefe had 
; for their chief one Zenodorus, whom Av- 
~ guftus deprived of his domain, called Domus 
- Zenadori, Iturea is not eafily diftinguithed from 
~* the Trachonitis, and may owe its name to an ap- 
_ pellative in fome other language than the Greek. 
‘a The Auranitis is better known, retaining its 
name in that of Belad-Hatiran; and whofe 
eaftern limits are abforbed in the deferts of 
Arabia. This arid country, which is only wa- 
_ tered by the winter rains preferved in cifterns, 
does not appear to have been fubjeéted till the 
‘ _ reign of Trajan. .Byira, its principal city, was 
_ metropolis of a province formed under the name 
Wy of Arabia, It Rill retains the name of Bofra; 
|“ and it is faid to be fituated on a torrent called 
ie ‘Nal nr-al-Gazal, or the River of Gazelle. There 
he oot a tobe a 
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fod He aces Wh ¢ oe fe 
in Syria, it has refumed its 
the form of Amman. The . 
the eat of the Afphaltite lal 
fituated on the torrent of d I nt 
Areopolis ; but its true name was 
or Moba, by which it ‘is fill knox 
x is called el-Raba, as well as 
_ oriental geography, iy 
‘Af the. chapter of Palette ‘be fou ¢ 
here to a great Jength, it muit be rei 
that this country ats a Pr port 


“portance in hift 
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ails or per of the Rivers. Iti rs kao 
efe rivers are. ‘the Fopheares and the T 

which embrace this country in’ its whole 

1 aad sd contrat . oy He approximation in 


oe al-Gezira among the: “Arabs, who 
fpecific term to dittinguith a peninfala 
if ifiand. We cannot forbear remarking 
hat it is through ignorance that this 
“as ‘is called Diarbek in the maps. For 
only thould this name be written Diar- 
Yr, he it fhould alfo be reftrained to the 
n extremity, which Armenia claims i in 
y This part correfponds with what 
‘ phers call Diar-Modzar_ on 
‘Euphrates, and Diar-Rabiaa 
the Tigris. On the north there 
n of mountains, which from the 
‘the ae py through Mount Tau- 
ds to sof the ‘Tigris. Thisis 
















“tion hereafter. 
diftant from the sider 


piedby Arabs 
The diftriat of Mefo | 
parated from. ‘Syria by the Seidl of 
phrates, bore the name of Ofroene, w 
owed to Ofroés, or, according et 
nicles of the country, Orthoés; 
by the: feeblenefs of the Seleucides, 
by their divifions, acquired a princi 
an ‘hundred ‘aiid bi Era before 
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Ofiéene was diftinguithed as a province of the 
empire | before the firft fucceffors of Conftantine, : 
The capital of the country received from the’ 
flacedonian conquerors the name of Edefa: 
n an abundant fountain which the city in- 
fed, and called i An Greek Calli-rhoe,, com- 
n icated this name to the city itfelf. In pof- 
‘or times it is called Roha, or, with the article 
Arabs, | Oxrhoa, and by abbreviation Orha, 
s name may be derived from the Greck term 
nifying a fountain ; or according to another 
on, it may refer to the founder of this city, 
whofe name : is faid to be Orrhoi.:. but however 
Ahis be, it is by corruption that it is commonly 


Lah A little. -tiver, which by its fudden 














¢ Vaulter ‘and the Syrians. preferve the 
ication in the nameof Daifan, 
1, or, the Bridge, which. afforded en 
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be confounded with that which we meat with ; 
upon the Tigris. In receding from the Ev j 
phrates, it will be remarked that the name of 
Agthemufias, which a city bore, was transferred : 
~ from Macedon, and the name of Anthemufia was" “ 
extended to a country of Mefopotamia, where — 
it preceded that of Ofréene, which, by the 
eftablifhment of a particular principality, had 
prevailed in its turn. Bathne appears under 
the fame name with a place in Syria; but, hav- 
ing the furname of Saragi, is recognized by it 
in the form of Seroug. Beyond Edefla, Carre, 
Charre, ot Charran (according to oriental ortho- 
graphy), of which we cannot {peak without re-. 
colle@ting the fate of Craffus, was a very ancient 
city ; for it was thence that Abraham departed 
for the land of Canaan. This city was diftin- 
guithed for an attachment to Sabeifm from the 
earlieft ages; and in the worfhip rendered '‘to- 
the hoft of heaven, the god Lunus, denoting 
the moon by this mafculine term, was here — 
honoured with a particular adoration. Though 
inconfiderable at the prefent day, the name of ‘ 
Haran is continued to it. A little river named 
Bilichia, or, as it is now called, Beles, conducts : 
us towards the Euphrates, on which the an-_ 
| cient: on Bi name oF 


6 Fn | 













ae um, in an Senate Stustionat the 
s of the Bilichia and the Euphrates, ' 
peor atiesiote had raaiond 


sabi Keg of Syria of thatsace, 
— PENG RF {pot 



















Carchemis, on the Euphrates. ° et 
by which the Chaboras is called i in 
fis of Xenophon, appears to be an appe 
term, as we fee it applied to many other 
in antiquity. The pofitions: given on 
in afcending are, Magufa, Thallaba, Aer, 
Refaina : and thefe names are found in Mi 
Thalaban, Aaraban, and Ras-Ain, ¢ 


Ras-Ain is celebrated for its numerous fprings, 
and from this circumftance derives its 
which in the Arabic language fignifies the — 
fountain Of a river ; though there is reafon : 
believe that the Kabour has its origin fome- 
what higher.  Refaina, which was a 4 
formed under Septimius Severus, picipia 4 
Theodofius the name of Theodofopolis. But we — 
re-approach the Euphrates, to remark. that. 
low Kerkifia, the modern name of Zoxo-S 
indicating the monument of fome pring 
alludes to the sone Gord: wh 
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but byaétual obfervation it is found to fall into 
the Khabour, and not into the Euphrates, 
There is noted, in the expedition of the younger 
Cyrus, a river under the name of Ma/ca, about 

‘the place where the Saocoras of Ptolemy is 
‘made to join the Great River ; and the dry bed 
» of ariver, called by the Arabs Wadi-al-Sebaa, 
or the Ravine of Fallow Game, traverfes this 
canton. The veftiges of a-city on the border 
_ of the Euphrates, under the name of Elerii, 
Peaieeetond with the pofition of Rhe/cipha in 
Ptolemy; andthe modern name of Kahem, given 
to a pofition at the fummit of a great flexure 
which the Euphrates makes towards the fouth, 
_ indicates the Agamana of the fame author. But 
this geographer had noknowledge of thepofition 
of Anatho on a holme farther down, and whofe 
~ name fubfifts in that of Anah. This is the 
refidence of the moft confiderable prince among 
“the Arabs, who neverthelefs recognizes the 
be L Aisiins of the fultan of the Turks. The 


ee 


aie Euphrates is then feen to defcribe great cir- 
te a  euits 5 and, among thefe involutions, out of a 
_ ‘number of pofitions we mutt cite the infulated 
ities of Neharda and Pombeditha, where the 
lew: had celebrated fchools. Haditha and Juba 
are their modern names. Js was another re- 
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markable place, by a river of the fameaame, 
affording the bitumen wherewith the walls 
Babylon were cemented, according to Herodo= 
tus. We find elfewhere the name of Aiopolis 
applied to the fame place, which is now cal led 
Hit. The place which appears the beft to ac t 
_ cord with the field of Cunaxa, where Cyrus loft 
his life in fighting with his brother Artaxerxes, - 
is Mnemon, immediately preceding ’a canal of — 
communication between the Euphrates and Ti- 
gris. ‘This canal is what in the march of Ju- 
lian is cabied: Macepraéta, after the Syriac. Mai- 
farekin, denoting a derivation by the means of 
a canal. This canal, which is now dry, is found 
to have been paved. What. is’ ‘beyond feems . 
without the bounds of Mefopotamia, which on 
this confine even is, called Media: and at the 
height of a place called Opis, on the Affyrian 
fide of the Tigris, a rampart, thought to have | 
been erected by ciel ———- the two. ! 
" countries*> 
, 9 We muft now remount ly. che “gee * ) 
- complete the contour of Mefopotamia. — In 
this courfe, Apamea is.the, firft city that ‘occurs, 
* This is manifeftly iat iavereney. iY fh ould 
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re with the furname of Mefene, by which We une 
~— derftand a margin of land infulated by the ca. 
nal iffuing from the Tigris near this Apamea, 
d inclofing what is now called Digel. Birtha, 
Vitra above, is defcribed as a very fron} 
- fortrefs, and faid to have been conftruéted by 
rder of Alexander. There is no pofition more 
ree ble to this. defcription than that of Tecrit; 
which in the feventh century was chofen for 
the. ‘refidence of a Jacobite primate, in whom 
e ‘immediate government of many churches 
was confided, with the title of Maphrien, This 
F place having been taken and deftroyed by Ti- 
ABYSS 08 Témir-leng, in 1393, is now but a 
village. Haira in the defert, at a diftance from 

the s Tigris, j is a place celebrated in hiftory for 
ie “having refitted the attacks of Trajan and of 
ie Severus, i in perfon, as well as thofe of Artax- 
_erxes, under whom, in the third century, the 
-Perfians carried off from the Parthians the em- 
ire of the eaft. An Arabian prince occupied 
1is place ; which, although ruined, is known 
the name of Hatder. The pofition of a 
vi ‘named el-Senn correfponds with that 
y mentioned ore under: the 
Cana fituated on the oppo 
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*purfved in their, returt | 


ful expedition of Julian, | € 
held by the Perfians, and named Uz, 


pears scan ne Sere 
















Singara, bein by. Peslenig. in 
a place on the bank of the Tigris. Alt 


fituation on the common limits of Bs) : 
fubjeéted it alternately to them both. It: 
dern name is Sinjar, which it communi 
to a ridge of mountains in its vicinity. 
is fome difficulty in acceding to aba 
which refers the name of this city to | 
Sinear, which we find in. the Scriptures z 
priated to the plain country that was chofen fo. 
the fite of Babel. Pofitive Beograpby find 
hundred leagues of interval t etw t 
ond pals may in the p plaints 
Sinjar, 





emer cer 
sl “compaxorem oF : 


- by Ptolemy as a georiend city in this canton, 
and feated on the Tigris: thefe local circum. 
ftances might dire& our attention to Moful, or 
_ Maufel, asa correfpondent place, but for ano- 
_ ther’ fituated alittle higher, named Beldea, an 
_ which is alfo called Old Moful. 
We pafs now to Niibis, which of all the 
_ places of Mefopotamia was the moft important ; 
and its name Nifbin, in the plural, properly 
denotes pofts, or military ftations. Under the 
~ Macedonian princes of Syria, the diftria& which 
is now diftinguifhed by the name of Diar-Ra- 
biaa in al-Gezira, was called Mygdomia, from a 
_ country in Macedon, and Nifibis was named 
_  dAntiochia Mygdonie. ‘This place is feen after- 
ee wards ferving as a barrier to the Roman em- 
_ ~#pire againft the enterprizes of the Parthians, 
_ But it was at length ceded to Sapor, king of 
 Perfia, by one of the conditions of the treaty 
5 which fucceeded the difgrace of the Roman 
in the expedition of Julian. Nifibin is 
~a place entirely open, and reduced to a 
let, By a great number of brooks which 
end from the Leoni acand maT, 
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having paffed by Sinjar, appearsto unite wight he a 
Khabour, in a place named al-Nahraim, or 4 
Rivers. _In the Lower Empire, Dara, a place’ y 





in 506 by the emperor Anattatius, and thence. 4 
called Anaflatiopolis. It was the refidence of 
a general of Mefopotamia under Juftinian, but — ; 4 
was taken by the Perfian king, Chofroes Anu- | 
fhirvan, in the reign of Juftin II, In thename of — 
Dara-Kardin, which the veftiges of this place 
preferve, that of Corde, proper to aneighbouring 
place anda little river, is found united. A place — 
which was ‘called Cara Mororum, denoting 
a field planted with mulberry trees, is indicated 
by the name of Cafar Tutha, between Dara 
and Ras-Ain ; and it muft be fuppofed that it’ 
appears in the Notice of the Empire Ca/ira Maus 
rorum, by an error of the tran{criber. Re-ap- 
roaching the Tigris, on the chain of mountains — 
hat covers Nifibin towards the north, is founda 
fortrefs whofe name of Rabdium fubfits in that — 
of Tur-Rabdin ; wherein the generic term _ 
f a mountain precedes the proper and local “a 
denomination. The Tigris by a circuit enves 
lopes a place whofe name of Bezabde gave toits 
environs in both parts of the river that of Babies Ms 
dicena, ‘The Arabs call ‘Paes ay. 
VA, ce oe una Bt of See 










